Radiographic evaluation of the elbow.
Despite a number of advanced imaging modalities, plain film x-ray is essential for diagnostic evaluation of the elbow. Although computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging continue to provide many uses in subtle processes or advanced evaluation, x-rays should typically provide initial, and often all, necessary imaging. Plain film imaging is used to evaluate trauma including fractures and dislocations, occult or suspected bony injury, instability patterns, tumor, arthritis and degenerative disease, and causes of associated pathology such as compression neuropathy.